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Governor General’'s Dinner in Sydney

The Governor General of Australia — His Excellency Major General Michael Jeffery — hosted a
dinner for the PNG School Library/l.T. Program at his Sydney residence (Admiralty House, opposite
the Opera House) on April 12. The Governor General is the patron of the Professional Centre of
Australia (PCA) — a key partner of HOPE worldwide in the Australian Book Drive that sends over
250,000 books to 500 PNG schools each year. These books are collected from schools in Sydney
(with 200 metropolitan schools helping each year), and other cities and towns in Australia, and also
from book fairs, publishers, and the community. General Jeffery served two tours of duty with the
Australian Army in PNG in the 1970s, and since then has been a great supporter of Australian-PNG
relations. He heard of the School Library/IT Program at a PCA function, was extremely interested,
and offered to host the dinner and record an introduction for our Book Drive video. The dinner was
attended by PCA Directors, Dr. Graham Ogle (Regional Director) and Richard Parrott (President) of
HOPE worldwide (Australia), the High Commissioner to PNG (Mr. Charles Lepani), the New Zealand
Consul General (Ms. Sarah Craig), the Assistant Director of the NSW Department of Education and
Training (Mr. Trevor Fletcher), representatives from various supporters of the program (Swire
Shipping, TNT Express, Vanguard Logistics, and Scholastic Australia), Rotary District Governors,
and others.
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Further support from New Zealand Government and volunteers

NZAID — the New Zealand Government Aid Agency —
has re-committed to fund the PNG costs of the
School Library/IT program for 2006. The grant is for
PNG Kina 412,721 (NzZD 228,000/AUD 188,000/USD
144,000). As part of this grant, HOPE worldwide (NZ)
volunteers in Auckland are sourcing 150 second-
hand computers, and loading these with a Linux-type
operating system - Ubuntu Lite, and also open-source
software including OpenOffice, a web-browser,
games, a typing program, and information caches
from Wikipedia and others. These computers will then
be shipped to PNG and distributed to schools.

Donated computers at Yangoru High School in the Sepik River area

Thank you for your support!
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